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Discussion Item Resolution providing for appointments to the Arts and Humanities Commission

Background The Takoma Park Arts and Humanities Commission (AHC), established by
Ordinance #2003-01, serves in an official advisory role to the City Council on all
matters related to the arts and humanities which promote, coordinate and strengthen
public programs to further cultural development of the City.

The ordinance provides for the appointment of a maximum of fifteen (15)  members
to the Commission who serve staggered three-year terms.  Individuals can serve on
the Board for a maximum of two consecutive terms.  There are currently nine (9)
vacancies on the Commission.  Not more than five (5) non-residents may be
appointed to the Commission. 

Six individuals - three Takoma Park residents and three non-residents - have applied
for appointment to the Commission.  Interviews were conducted on June 6 and July
18. A seventh individual, AHC member Welmoed Laanstra, whose term expired June
30, has applied for reappointment and was interviewed by the Council on July 5.  

Policy To appoint members to the Arts and Humanities Commission who support the
expansion of public awareness of, involvement in, and access to the arts and arts
opportunities.

Fiscal Impact None

Attachments Resolution of Appointment to the Arts and Humanities Commission

Recommendation To adopt resolution appointing/reappointing one or more of the following individuals
to the Arts and Humanities Commission:

• John Borstel, Silver Spring
• Omar PC Dasent, Washington DC
• Jose Dominguez, Silver Spring 
• Welmoed Laanstra, Ward 3
• Karen Levenback, Ward 1
• Eric Piccard, Ward 2 
• Patrick Stewart, Ward 2

Special
Consideration

None




